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Thanks to a Fresno campaign stop late last
month, Californians now know how a Presi-
dent Donald Trump would research and
execute water policy.
And Americans, to the ex-

tent that they’re paying atten-
tion, can see how he’ll gener-
ally approach other matters
— regional, national and in-
ternational — that are impor-
tant to them.
It’s pretty scary.
Talking and pandering to a

group of Central Valley farm-
ers, who never saw someone
else’s water they didn’t like,
Trump declared: 1) “There is
no drought,” and 2) “Even the
environmentalists don’t know
why” a minimum amount of
water has to flow into the San
Joaquin-Sacramento River
Delta to protect the health of
the waterway.
These are fact-free decla-

rations.
“There is no drought” is

just goofy. A drought is a pe-
riod of drier-than-normal
conditions, and California re-
cently completed a four-year
cycle that was its driest in
history. In 2013, California
got less rain than in any year
since it became a state in
1850; 2014 was its third dri-
est year on record, and 2014
and 2015 were the warmest in
California history. Northern
California finally had a wet-
ter-than-normal season this
year thanks to El Nino, but
the substandard totals con-
tinue in Fresno and every-
where else south of the delta.
This is what the English

language calls a “drought.” It
is why, for example, wildfires

have been epidemic in Cali-
fornia the past couple of sum-
mers. It’s why reservoirs were
almost running on empty,
and still are in the bottom
half of the state.
But Trump must know we

haven’t gotten much rain.
What he really means is that
California has plenty of water
for farmers — if it just drains
its rivers dry, and stops wor-
rying about the wildlife and
ecosystem of the delta. Who
cares if it turns into a salt-
water inlet? Who cares if you
sacrifice fisheries in favor of
people who farm in a sea-
sonal desert?
Environmentalists (and lots

of business leaders and, oh,
most educated Californians
in general) know precisely
why that’s not a good idea.
All of the reputable scientific
studies of the delta have the
same conclusion: The estuary
needs more water, not less, to
stay healthy. And if it turns
into a dying waterway, it will
no longer be a good source of
water for places like the Bay
Area, which would put more
stress on the overtaxed water
delivery system.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, an

ally of the farmers, was exas-
perated with environmental
doomsayers and requested a
National Academy of Sciences
report on the delta, praising
the academy’s professional-
ism and credibility. But guess
what: The peer-reviewed
study concluded, like the oth-
ers, that continued unsus-
tainable water diversions are
a major factor driving salmon
and other native fish in the
delta to extinction.
And as rivers upstream are

sucked dry and no rain re-
plenishes them — what hap-
pens then?
Stewardship is not a con-

cept in the Trump lexicon.
But really — is a dead delta
what will make America
great?
Trump ended his water

rant by saying, “We’re going
to get it done, and we’re go-
ing to get it done quick.
“Don’t even think about it.”
Obviously, he hasn’t.
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Trump lives in
fact-free world
on our drought

Property owners take
advantage of those in need

I am a grandmother. My chil-
dren have gave me grandchil-
dren and by the troubles of our
past now too, my children are
in the hands of the county’s
welfare.
Just recently Butte County

opened up housing services for
those that are in need and have
trouble with credit. They were
given the deposit and credit re-
port check that Butte County
received from the government.
Now, as the funds are set to ex-
pire, I have taken an interest in
what is happening.
Here in Oroville, there are

few realtors offering a two-bed-
room home or apartment for
rent. As many as four of these
realtors have taken the deposit
money and refused my children
residency, knowing from the
start the credit report was bad
to no credit, thus the help from
the county. The managers of
these properties took the credit
check money orders, some as
high as $50, then ran the credit
check and refused housing to
my children.
I’m not understanding what

the county benefits are. Yes, we
have asked the social workers
of this program and their re-
sponse was, “We cannot make
them rent to you. All we can do
is fund you until said date of
ending to the program.”
I have seen $135 used and

no home found. I’ve watched a
pinch of our government money
go to the pockets of the rich
man as the poor man falls to
tears in trying to save his fam-
ily.
Final words: What if it was

you ?
—Meredith Javier, Oroville

Art museum’s chief
donor left out of article

I have known Reed Applegate
for most of my life. He was a
year ahead of me at Chico High.
He has been collecting art from
Northern California for at least
40 years.
He began the collection with

the intention of founding a mu-
seum. His extensive collection,
including many recognized art-
ists from Northern Califor-
nia, printmakers, sculptors and
both watercolor and oil paint-
ings, including many master’s
students from Chico State Uni-
versity. His collection encom-
passes over 400 works.
He sought to find a home for

his collection. Through friends,
artists, lawyers and others, the
Northern California museum of
modern art was founded. I find
it appalling that in the article
on the front page about the mu-
seum, his name was not men-
tioned. Without his collection
the museum would not exist.
Reed is a kind, quiet, self-effac-
ing individual and needs to be
afforded the respect and com-
mon courtesy that he is due. He
has accomplished something
quite wonderful. He should not
be sidelined.

— Poni Mosier, Chico

Volunteer tax preparers
did a valuable service
Volunteers in Tax Assistance

had another great season. The
Community Action Agency
Butte County again sponsored
the VITA program that pro-
vided free tax return prepara-
tion services to residents.
We thank all the community

partners and volunteers who
helped to make this year’s VITA

program a success. For tax fil-
ing year 2015, the program
completed $919,168.00 in tax
refunds to be returned to resi-
dents. A total of 1,049 returns
were prepared by VITA volun-
teers and $250,000 was saved
in tax preparation fees.
We thank our partners in-

cluding the California State De-
partment of Community Ser-
vice & Development, CARD,
Dorothy Johnson Center, Chico
State University, Butte County
Library (Durham), and the IRS,
which all provided space, ma-
terials and public announce-
ments.
Finally we thank the many

community volunteer prepar-
ers without whom the program
would not be possible. They in-
clude Marge Redding, Gordon
Sandy, Norman Tucker, Joy Mc-
Nulty and Manuel Rivera. The
CSUC Accounting Club pro-
vided valuable student volun-
teer preparers including Me-
gan Day, Claririsa Anderson,
Kaiyue Shen, Denny Lor, Rene
Glass, Liuzhuo Tan, Ian Schuel-
ler, Nicole Carlson, Diane Ev-
ans, Meridity Hirschaut, Kai-
tlyn Wright, Ryan Demello,
Mana Kando, Courtney Covey,
Hongmei Shi, Tim Levernier,
Cheyne Thompson, Andrea
Merriman, Hannah Gaines,
Francisco Langarica-Castellon,
Jorge Ramirez, Joseph Soto,
Jonathan Perez, Jordan Gol-
inveaux, Julian Olier, Manvir
Chataql, Alexander Johnson,
Paulina Flores, Salvador Rivera,
Reina Chacon, Trevor Morton,
Varinder Singh, William Sveum
and Zoa Pelletier.
VITA helps people, helps our

community, helps our economy.
Thank you to our community
for a great VITA season.

— Thomas T. Tenorio, Chico

Your opinions

Cartoonist’s take

Socialism sounds great. It
has always sounded great.
And it will probably always

continue to
sound great.
It is only when

you go beyond
rhetoric, and
start looking at
hard facts, that
socialism turns
out to be a big
disappointment,

if not a disaster.
While throngs of young peo-

ple are cheering loudly for
avowed socialist Bernie Sand-
ers, socialism has turned oil-
rich Venezuela into a place
where there are shortages of
everything from toilet pa-
per to beer, where electric-
ity keeps shutting down, and
where there are long lines of
people hoping to get food,
people complaining that they
cannot feed their families.
With national income go-

ing down, and prices going up
under triple-digit inflation in
Venezuela, these complaints
are by no means frivolous. But
it is doubtful if the young peo-
ple cheering for Bernie Sand-
ers have even heard of such

things, whether in Venezuela
or in other countries around
the world that have turned
their economies over to politi-
cians and bureaucrats to run.
The anti-capitalist policies

in Venezuela have worked so
well that the number of com-
panies in Venezuela is now a
fraction of what it once was.
That should certainly re-
duce capitalist “exploitation,”
shouldn’t it?
But people who attribute in-

come inequality to capitalists
exploiting workers, as Karl
Marx claimed, never seem to
get around to testing that be-
lief against facts — such as
the fact that none of the Marx-
ist regimes around the world
has ever had as high a stan-
dard of living for working peo-
ple as there is in many capital-
ist countries.
Facts are seldom allowed to

contaminate the beautiful vi-
sion of the left. What matters
to the true believers are the
ringing slogans, endlessly re-
peated.
When Senator Sanders

cries, “The system is rigged!”
no one asks, “Just what spe-
cifically does that mean?” or

“What facts do you have to
back that up?”
In 2015, the 400 richest peo-

ple in the world had net losses
of $19 billion. If they had
rigged the system, surely they
could have rigged it better
than that.
But the very idea of subject-

ing their pet notions to the
test of hard facts will probably
not even occur to those who
are cheering for socialism and
for other bright ideas of the
political left.
How many of the people

who are demanding an in-
crease in the minimum wage
have ever bothered to check
what actually happens when
higher minimum wages are
imposed?
Back in 1948, when infla-

tion had rendered meaning-
less the minimum wage es-
tablished a decade earlier, the

unemployment rate among
16-17-year-old black males was
under 10 percent. But after the
minimum wage was raised re-
peatedly to keep up with in-
flation, the unemployment
rate for black males that age
was never under 30 percent
for more than 20 consecutive
years, from 1971 through 1994.
In many of those years, the
unemployment rate for black
youngsters that age exceeded
40 percent.
The damage is even greater

than these statistics might
suggest. Most low-wage jobs
are entry-level jobs that young
people move up out of, af-
ter acquiring work experience
and a track record that makes
them eligible for better jobs.
But you can’t move up the lad-
der if you don’t get on the lad-
der.
The great promise of social-

ism is something for nothing.
It is one of the signs of today’s
dumbed-down education that
so many college students seem
to think that the cost of their
education should be paid by
raising taxes on “the rich.”
Here again, just a little

check of the facts would reveal
that higher tax rates on upper-
income earners do not auto-
matically translate into more
tax revenue coming in to the
government. Often high tax
rates have led to less revenue
than lower tax rates.
In a globalized economy,

high tax rates may just lead
investors to invest in other
countries with lower tax rates.
That means that jobs created
by those investments will be
overseas.
None of this is rocket sci-

ence. But you do have to stop
and think — and that is what
too many of our schools and
colleges are failing to teach
their students to do.

Thomas Sowell is a senior
fellow at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford
University. His syndicated
column appears each Monday.
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Socialism sounds wonderful, as long as you’re uninformed
Facts are seldom allowed to contaminate
the beautiful vision of the left. What
matters to the true believers are the ringing
slogans, endlessly repeated, such as “The
system is rigged!”

Trump must
know we haven’t
gotten much rain.
What he really
means is that
California has
plenty of water for
farmers — if it just
drains its rivers
dry, and stops
worrying about
the wildlife and
ecosystem of the
delta.

Thomas
Sowell

OPINION
» chicoer.comMonday, June 6, 2016 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/CHICOER AND TWITTER.COM/CHICOER

A9


